
1195

normal. In the gastric form there is sometimes severe
vomiting, lasting for one or two days. With regard to
complications which have been noted as occurring during
the present epidemic, herpes of the lip and nose has
been very frequent, and sometimes has been seen on the
- eyelids ; erythema, roseola, and urticaria have also been
seen ; meningitic irritation and catarrhal pneumonia, tco,
are mentioned. The last-named complication has been the
.cause of the few deaths that have taken place. Many of
the cases, on the other hand, have been very slight. Some
relapses are reported as having occurred from five to seven
days after convalescence; they were marked by a rise of
temperature, rigors, and catarrh. The drugs most generally
employed are quinine, acetanilide (of which 71 gr. doses are
ordered two or three times daily), antipyrin, salicylate of
soda, and diaphoretics, which have proved very successful.

It may be remarked that owing to the frequency and
- severity of epidemics in Russia the disease has acquired the
name of " Russian catarrh."

THE METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD.

AT the board meeting of Managers, held on Saturday,
the 30th ult., a report of the Ambulance Committee to the
General Purposes Committee, having reference to Section 6
of the Poor-law Act, 1889, was considered and its recom-
mendations were adopted. As a result, the carriages be-
longing to the Asylum managers will be available for the
- conveyance of persons suffering from any dangerous infec-
tious disorder to and from hospitals and other places, at a
charge for each conveyance for the present of 5s., a dis-
-cretionary power being retained to remit the charge when
deemed expedient in the interest of the public health. Any
of the following diseases will be regarded as dangerous infec-
tious disorders&mdash;viz.: 11 small-pox, cholera, diphtheria, mem-
branous croup, erysipelas, the disease known as scarlatina
or scarlet fever, and the fevers known by any of the follow-
ing names : typhus, typhoid, enteric, relapsing, continued
- or puerperal ;" also measles and such other " dangerous in-
fectious disorders " as from time to time may require con-
veyance. It is laid down as desirable that a medical
certificate setting forth the -nature of the disease, and
stating that the sufferer is fit to be removed, should be
supplied to the Board’s officers previously to the patients’
removal. Persons may, under exceptional circumstances,
be conveyed to or from places outside the metropolitan area,
an extra charge being made for the same.

MEDICAL TRIALS.

MASON v. CHEVENS.

THIS was an action to recover damages for libel brought by
Mr. W. Inglis Mason, a duly qualified surgeon practising at
Sudbury, Suffolk, and also holding the office of parish doctor,
.against Mr. Chevens, the proprietor, publisher, and printer
- of a newspaper called the South- West Suffolk Echo, which
circulates in the neighbourhood of Sudbury. The case was
tried before Mr. Justice Cave and a special jury. The
’evidence showed that on Jan. 6th last a woman named Shar-
man told the plaintiff that her child was ill, and asked him to
attend to it as parish doctor. The plaintiff told her that
she must first obtain an order from the relieving officer,
who could have been seen by walking a short distance
- occupying about three minutes. He also informed
her that by subscribing 5s. she would be entitled to
medical attendance by him for three months under
a club system established in the place, which allowed
subscribers for a very small sum to obtain medical relief for
themselves or the whole family. The woman declined to
pay the fee of 5s. and went away. The following day the
child died, and the coroner’s jury subsequently found that
’death was due to natural causes. The plaintiff was aware
that Mrs. Sharman was living with a weaver, who was
- earning wages and was a pensioner and in a position to pay
for medical advice, and that was his reason for refusing to
see the child. The libel complained of was contained in an
article published in the defendant’s newspaper accusing the

plaintiff of heartless conduct, and the defence was justifica-
tion, and that the words complained of were fair and boraa-
fide comment. The jury found for the plaintiff, damages
j620, and judgment was adven accordingly.

THE CHARGE OF INTENT TO PROCURE
ABORTION AT SELBY OAK.

THE secretary of the Medical Defence Union has
favoured us with the subjoined account of this case.
At the last Worcestershire Assizes, a surgeon named

Cuthbert was tried for having administered a noxious

drug-to wit, ergot-with intention to procure abortion.
Mr. Lawson Tait, the President of the Medical Defence
Union, attended, with the intention of going into the
witness-box as a witness for the defence, but after the

prosecutrix had given her evidence, the case was stopped by
the judge, it being obvious to everyone that her evidence
was altogether fabricated and unreliable, and leaving little
doubt that she had sent the ergot through the post to her-
self before accusing the surgeon. The prosecutrix had been
a nurse at the Selby Oak Workhouse, and in that capacity
she had had charge of the midwifery department, keeping
the key of the surgery, and having the stock bottle of
ergot in her possession. It was found that the label of the
bottle which she alleged Mr. Cuthbert had sent to her was
marked: "Ex. Ergot. Liq.," and it was pointed out that
this is a very unusual abbreviation, and that doctors usually
from habit write-" Ext." The stock bottle was produced,
and the gold lettering on the bottle was found to be identical
with the above, the abbreviation being the same in all the
three words. The previous history of the woman was
demonstrated to have been a very chequered one, and she
has since become manifestly insane.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Lambeth.&mdash;Dr. Verdon, in the thirty-third annual report
on the parish of Lambeth, discusses the question of the
sufficiency of inspectors of nuisances in metropolitan dis-
tricts, and he points out that whereas in one district a
population of 9000 is deemed sufficient to demand the ser-
vices of an inspector, one of no less than 105,000 is not
considered too much in another district. Between these
two extremes almost every conceivable arrangement is in
force. It is notorious that in many London areas systematic
and regular inspection is not performed as it should be, and
it is quite clear that Lambeth, notwithstanding certain
recent and trivial alterations, still lacks much in this

respect. An able summary of the results of the Sheffield
small-pox epidemic in its relation to vaccination is also
submitted to the vestry, together with certain historical
references to the subject. The mortality rate is calculated
on an estimated population of 281,935, and this gives 18’1
deaths per 1000 living during 1888. The zymotic rate was
2’2 per 1000, the largest fatalities being due to diarrhoea,,
whooping-cough, measles, and diphtheria, the incidence of
the several diseases on locality being indicated by plans,
on which the occurrences of disease are indicated by dots.
Diphtheria caused 103 deaths amongst Lambeth people, and
the question of the origin of this disease is discussed in the
report, with the result that Dr. Verdon feels convinced that
defective drainage does contribute towards the prevalence
of the disease. Half of the houses examined in cases of
diphtheria exhibited obvious drain-defects, and we may
hope that this proportion is in excess of that which obtains
generally throughout the parish.
Holborn.-The general death-rate for this metropolitan

district during 1888 was the lowest on record-namely,
16-1 per 1000, which represents a net gain in the year of
10,585 lives compared with the result which would have
followed if the previous average rate had prevailed.
Diphtheria shows a serious tendency to increase. This is
an observation which applies to many urban, as opposed to


